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Characteristics and Style of the Mulberry-dyke and
Fish Pond System in Huzhou,Zhejiang

Global Important Agricultural Heritage Systems—Mulberry-dyke&Fish Pond System in Huzhou.Zhejiang.China
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A Model Figure of the ecological cycle for
“‘Muberry-dyke&Fish pond System in Huzhou.China”
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Zhejiang Huzhou Mulberry-dyke & Fish-pond Ecosystem is part of the old Linghu Lake group on the south bank of the Taihu Lake, also called as the Huzhou
Lowland. At old time, floods and disasters were common during the rainy season caused by the river obstruction when the massive water flooded into the
lakes through the East Tiao Greek originated from Tianmu Mountain range on the west. In the process of rational utilization of lowland over the past thousands
of years, farmers had been keeping working on the irrigation and drainage project with the design of longitudinal small rivers and transverse bigger rivers by
cleaning obstructions and building the banks. By digging deep into the lowlands so as to result in perennially stagnant water, and pilling the dug-out earth
surround the ponds as blocks; gradually the ecological mode of Mulberry-dyke & Fish-pond Ecosystem was developed. Mulberry (Morus sp.) trees were
planted along the pond banks, the leaves were harvested as the sole food of the silkworm (Bombyx mori). Silkworm excrement was used to feed fish; the fish
excrement enriched the pond mud, which in turn provided natural fertilizers for the mulberry trees. At present, Zhejiang Huzhou Mulberry-dyke & Fish-pond
Ecosystem in the region still retains nearly 4,000 hectares of Mulberry field and nearly 10,000 hectares of fish ponds.
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