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The needs of "Observation Experience"

• Aa agricultural heritage is an area where people’s food security and livelihood were provided by
direct producing or indirect trading and processing based on the farmers’ knowledge system, farming
skills, communal support, conserving their authentic agricultural system and its unique ecosystem.
And the continuous threats and negative impacts on agricultural heritages from global warming,
climate change, war and natural disasters are no foreign anymore and resulting all sorts of negative
impacts for heritages and its eco-system.
• One of common conservation methods for global heritages is “observation experience” in the heritage
area rather than “touch, take life of insect, animal, flowers etc. for fun and interest in the eco-system of
heritage area. Jeju Haenyeo(female diver) and Boseong tidal flats(fishermen) were interviewed on their
acknowledge level of eco-system and how to conserve, followed by sight visit to carry out an observation
experience in the heritage area.
• The test result proved it was how their ancestors managed the food supply, leaving the young ones as
way of respecting the value of life-form in the eco-system. It clearly marked the next step is to develop
“Observation Experience” for each agricultural heritage to retain the eco-system and the value of the
agricultural heritage.
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Introduction
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What is usual "Observation Experience“ program?
• Experiential observation/Participant observation/Direct experience                  
• Resource from: Jeonbuk Experiential Observation Learning Center in Korea

• Object: Visitors understand the “ecosystem” and “life value”

• Means: Information share, exchange, discuss, observation and participation 
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Why "Observation Experience“?

• Sustainability of heritages 

• Minimizing the negative impact on environment

• Inheritance of heritages

• Community or resident led conservation and 
management based on

“The OBJECTIFIED SUBJECTIVITY of an Heritage 
thru Q theory” 

• Sustainable tourism, contributed by/with local 
farmers or fishermen

• Continuous municipal heritage education program

• All year round heritage monitoring led by 
heritage(people)

Q theory
• To understand human subjectivity, including 

awareness, value, behave, devotion
• Then objectify the studied subjectivity
• of a phenomenon, being conceptualized or to 

establish an empirical theory
• To extract HERITAGE value among residents

Least agree         Medium    Most agree
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Some examples of "Observation experience“?
• UNESCO World Heritage(1,199 site from168 state, as of 07/2024)

: Cultural(933), Natural(227), Mixed(39)

: The Wadden Sea World Heritage(Natural Heritage, 2009, Denmark, Germany, Netherlands)
Criteria Viii. Ix, x 

Property 1,143,403ha

Visitor  info-center 65

Annual visitor 15 million

Task Education, publication

Resources from : Wadden Seas Schoolhttps://www.iwss.org/
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How and what 『Wadden Seas』 do for sustainability?

3 states set “consensus 

environmental education 

goal”

65 visitor ctr run

“International Wadden

Sea School”   

1. Conservation

2. Sustainable Development

3. Environmental Education 

+ Wadden Seas Biosphere 

Reserves

Resources from : Wadden Seas Schoolhttps://www.iwss.org/
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Participant observation program operation 
• Who decided the program: 3 state Common Secretariat

• Common Secretariat handle all matters including int’l relation

• Who run the program: inhabitants, visitor ctr staff(resident)

• Types of basic program:                            Resources from : The Wadden Seas Schoolhttps://www.iwss.org/

class trip(reservation) Guided tours(site request) National Wadden Sea Education Teaching Material
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What’s Observation Experience of the Wadden Seas then?
Continuous education Share information Awareness Participation

Community impact, etc. What I do as in one team My direct action!

Resources from : Wadden Seas Schoolhttps://www.iwss.org/
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WWT-London Wetland Center
WWT Wonders of Wetlands

Sites 10 in England

Objectives Saving wetlands for wildlife and people 

Operation People’s support, education and participation in the action

Why • 35% wetlands have disappeared since 1970.

• Wetland are disappearing 3 times faster than forests.

• 25% of wetland species face extinction.

Bodiversity Carbon storage Disaster risk reduction Livelihoods Water & wellbeing

Resources: https://www.wwt.org.uk/
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WWT Learning Zone-resources

Resources: https://www.wwt.org.uk/
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WWT Learning Zone-resources

Resources: https://www.wwt.org.uk/
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Who needs "Observation experience“?
• Heritages at risk(due to aging community, climate change, natural disaster, construction threat or 

zoning alteration, etc.) 

• GIAHS + UNESCO heritage/Biosphere Reserves or National Heritage list(may vary per state policy)

Case 1 Jeju’s 2 GIAHS and 3 UNESCO “HERITAGES”
Area Jeju Island, Korea

Heritages 1. GIAHS: Jeju Batdam(stone fence around dry field) AHS(2014)
2. GIAHS: Jeju Haenyeo Fisheries System(2023)
3. UNESCO ICH: Jeju Haenyeo Culture(2016)

Value OUV of UNESCO, GIAHS inscription criteria, Rasar, Geoparks 
Network, UNESCO ICH

Connection 
between Hs

• Many Haenyeo dive in the morning and farm afterward
• Additional heritages: Biosphere Reserves, Global Geoparks 

Network, etc.

Q theory 
finding

• Batdam managing is getting harder for my age. Once fallen, 
can’t rebuild myself. So if I am offered a good price for my 
farmland, I would consider selling it. But again, I ought to 
inherit what I was passed down from my parents.

• My mother-in-law worked from early morning(dive) to late 
evening in the farmland. My kids must not sell the land or 
build something in it for our family value. So I wish to find an 
answer how I can maintain my farming with many stop-by 
tourists in our village.   
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How Jeju Observation Experience Program has advanced 

Batdam-gil
(tracking course)

• 7 courses in the island

• Objects: 
1) Sustainable tourism
2) Job opportunity
3) Conserve of eco-system
4) Heritage management
5) Promotion of AHS
6) Tourist satisfaction 
7) Local economic benefit
8) Heritage tourism 

How it runs!

1)http://www.jejubatdam.com
2) download guidebook
3) surf the map, course, 
tourist attractions
4) course story
5) course detail
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Who needs "Observation experience“?

Case 2 Boseong’s KIFHS and UNESCO “HERITAGE”

Area Boseong, Jeollanamdo province, Korea

Heritages 1. Boseong Ppeolbae(tidal flat carriage) Fishery System(2015)
2. UNESCO Natural Heritage Korean Tidal Flats(2021)

Value OUV of UNESCO, KIFHS inscription criteria

Connection 
between Hs

• Fishermen gather cockle for food and livelihood
• Popular “Fishery Village Program” with shellfish catch

Q theory 
finding

• Ppeolbae(tidal flat carriage) fishery has been the livelihoods for 
the area over 600 yrs. But “Fishery Village Program” has been 
so popular(many family tourist catch shell fish for enjoyment) 
recently, and cockle catch is down to 10%. 

• Local community ask for help, letting our livelihoods continue 
by understanding fishermen’s desperate situation while 
securing visitors’ motivation and touristic satisfaction.   

• We are afraid if we’re seen as selfish fishermen on the other 
hand.

• The COMMUNITY took an action, educating themselves, 
promote their heritage value and launch “Boseong INITIATIVE” 
following adapting Observation experience program.
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How Boseong Tidal Flat “INITIATIVE” launched 
Step Contents

1 Boseong Fishermen’ Association agreed to start program

2 Residents awareness expand for ‘heritage value’

3 Residents oriented conservation, promoting, guide for their ‘heritage’ started.

4 Participants agreed for “Boseong Tidal Flat INITIATIVE” 

5 Networking is being developed 
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Who needs "Observation experience“?

Case 3 Shinan’s 4 KIFHS and UNESCO “HERITAGE”

Area Shinan, Jeollanamdo province, Korea

Heritages 1. Shinan Heuksan Skate Fishery System(2021)
2. Shinan Tidal Flat Octopus Bare-hand Fishery System(2018)
3. Shinan Tidal Flat Cheonilyeom Salt System(2016)
4. Shinan Intertidal Zone Seaweed Fishery System(2023)
5. UNESCO Natural Heritage Korean Tidal Flats(2021)
6. Various Shinan Wetlands

Value OUV of UNESCO, KIFHS inscription criteria, Wetland Protection 

Connection 
between Hs

• Community depend on fishing for food security and livelihood
• Popular “Fishery Village Program” with shellfish catch
• The largest tidal flat of UNESCO Heritage Korean Tidal Flats

Q theory 
finding

• Shinan County is formed by 1004 small islands, and the 
sustainability of fishery system is most important for our life.

• Visitor’s direct catching experience should change its style. 
• We need to persuade and ask for help of visitors not to over 

catch and collect our income sources of fish and seaweeds, etc., 
for it can leave us economic issue. 

• VALUE of each heritage with what to offer to public, municipal 
strategy, expanding the various value to UNESCO 
ICH(Intangible Cultural Heritage) should be designed in the 
SHINAN  Observation Experience Program. 17



AHS Observation Experience Program
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How can AHS develop “Observation Experience program? 
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What AHS gain from "Observation experience“?

Sustainable heritage and 
its ecological value

Sustainable 
livelihoods

Eco-cultural 
Heritage tour
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Many thanks from Jeju
Batdam(stone fence around dry 
field to farm) Agricultural System 
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Jeju Haenyeo(women diver) Fishries System
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Shinan-Kangjin intertidal seaweed system
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Thank you for your time and see you at ERAHS in Jeju, 2025!
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